Inspire Engage Challenge Flourish

: Whitdale Primary School

WeSt LO thlan 55a Whitedalehead Road
Council WHITBURN
EH47 8JU

Tel: 01506 284910
Email: wlwhitdale-ps@westlothian.org.uk

School Website: https://whitdaleprimary.westlothian.org.uk

Head Teacher: Mrs L Findlay

6t August 2020
Dear Parent/Carer

| would like to extend a warm welcome to you from our school community and hope that you and
your family have managed to have a good holiday. | am sure our new P1 pupils are excited about
starting school and | know that we are certainly looking forward to seeing everyone and have been
working hard to make sure that our school is a safe and happy place for everyone. Our immediate
priority is to ensure that your child can start school safely and that you have all the information
that you need for next week. Following current guidance, the normal transition to school and
many routines will be different. | appreciate your ongoing support and understanding as we plan
for a safe, settled and happy return to school within these challenging times. It is quite a lengthy
read so you may wish to grab a coffee before starting and please share this with your child to
support them in preparing for starting Whitdale Primary School.

Return Timetable for Primary 1

Wednesday 12t August: 9.15-12.15

Thursday 13" August: 9.15-12.15

Friday 14" August: 9.15-12.15

From Monday 17" August: 9.00 — 3.25pm except Fridays where they will finish at 12.30pm

e School Uniform: We are very proud of our Whitdale Primary school uniform and are delighted that
pupils should continue to wear our full uniform when they attend school. Please ensure that all
school items have your child’s name on them. (NB - Outdoor P.E. day is the only exception to
wearing uniform)

e Outdoor learning — We will be continuing the focus upon outdoor learning come rain, hail or shine,
please support us by ensuring that your child has a waterproof coat with them every day....the
Scottish weather can never be trusted!

e P.E./Gym: Physical Education is an important part of supporting the Health and Wellbeing of our
pupils and we will be working hard to ensure they get their entitlement to this. To begin with, this
will consist of 1 outdoor session of P.E. per week and we hope to build this up to 2 sessions very
soon. Pupils will be encouraged to wear their outdoor kit to school on the day they have outdoor
P.E. Teachers will be in touch next week to confirm when your child’s PE day will be to allow you to
plan for this. Outdoor gym kit should consist of outdoor trainers, joggers/leggings, tee-shirt,
hoodie, waterproof outdoor jacket (although this can be their school jacket).
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School Bags: Pupils can bring school bags to school and essential items such as a pencil case. Pupils
will be asked not to share these items with others and store them in either their bag/tray
depending upon age/stage. The school will be providing all pupils with an individual stationary bag
for use in school this includes pencils, rubber, sharpener, colouring pencils/crayon and a jotter.
Please encourage your child to leave all other personal possessions and toys at home.

Breakfast Club: This will start again on Wednesday 12" of August. For the first few weeks of term,
this will start at 8.15am (and not 8.00am — please note change) to initially limit the amount of time
pupils from different groups are together. Pupils should access Breakfast Club by entering the
school playground through the MUGA gate and enter the school via the Main Entrance (note this
change also). Pupils will be allocated seating in groups for P1-3, P4-5 and P6-7 to further reduce
social mixing and will be encouraged to remain seated while in the dining room. After eating their
breakfast, all pupils will go out to the playground and will be supervised within the playground.
There will be no indoor activities at breakfast club for the moment. Please note the MUGA is not
supervised at this time and we encourage pupils not gather there before school. Pupils must not
leave the school grounds to enter this area following breakfast club.

Snack — Pupils may bring a small snack to school to eat each day. This will be eaten during Social
Snack Time within the classroom and pupils will be asked to wash their hands prior to and following
this.

Water — As you know we encourage pupils to drink water during the day. Pupils can still bring a
water bottle to school, unfortunately we are unable to allow pupils to refill/refresh their bottles or
use water fountains due to hygiene reasons for the moment so please encourage them to bring a
fresh bottle each day, especially on P.E. days.

Playtimes — Playtime will be staggered to make the best use of our playground space. Pupils will be
allocated a space to play and encouraged to play within this area. This is to further reduce contact
with other groupings.

10.15-10.30 and 2.00-2.15pm - P1s, P2s, P3s

10.15-10.30 - P7s

10.40-10.55 - P4s, P5s and P6s

Lunch Time — Pupils can bring a packed lunch in from home and this may be the easiest option for
many families initially. We will be encouraging all pupils to take home all wrappers etc to minimise
movement while eating and it also lets you see what and how much they are eating!

School lunches will be operating as normal and we ask that you pre-order and pay online via
ipayimpact for all lunches. If you require any support with this, please email the school inbox and
we contact you to assist with accessing this on our return.

Lunch times will be also staggered to ensure that all pupils get sufficient time and space to eat their
lunch and allow for enhanced cleaning in between:

Time Classes
12.00-12.30 PlS, PZS, P3s (There will be an additional
playtime from 2.00-2.15 for these
pupils)
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12.00-12.45 P7s
12.40-1.25 Primary 4s, P5s
and P6s

We will be using our GP Room, Dining Room and School Hall for lunches. If the weather is warm
and dry, and without too many wasps, then some packed lunches/green trays may also eat
outdoors.

Start/End of the Day — As you know we are a large school community, to support the safe entry
and exit of all our pupils and to avoid overcrowding in the surrounding areas, particularly the
playing field and MUGA, we will be employing a staggered start/end to the day and would
appreciate your support with this.

We know this can be a difficult time and parents/carers of Primary 1 pupils can be anxious about
ensuring their child is handed over safely to an adult and that they can see and collect their child
safely at the end of the day. For the first few weeks we hope to accommodate one parent/carer to
enter into the playground and will have signposting to help you to do this safely and identify where
your child will be handed over/collected. Please enter/exit by the MUGA gate only.

Please also be mindful of parking at this time and if possible, walk to school where possible. We
also encourage everyone who uses a car to ‘Park and Stride’ to minimise the build-up of traffic
around the school by parking a distance away and walking their child to their entrance gate. This is
for the safety of all our children and we really appreciate your support, by working together | am
sure that we can make this happen. The School Staff Car parks should not be used for the dropping
off/picking up of children.

Communication — Our relationships with parents/carers is really important and we understand how
anxious parents will be at this time. We wish to continue to maintain effective communication with
all our parents/carers. Unfortunately we are unable to welcome parents into the school or
buildings without a pre-arranged appointment. Please continue to use the school email to
communicate any questions/queries/concerns and we will endeavour to respond as quickly as
possible to you either by phone or via email.

Hand Sanitiser/Face coverings — Although there is no recommendation for this within school,
pupils are welcome to bring their own hand sanitisers and wear face coverings if they choose too. If
a child decides not to wear their mask/face covering while in school, we will encourage them to
store this safely within their school bag. Please ensure these are clearly labelled with the child’s
name. Pupils will still be encouraged to wash their hands regularly through-out the day and
specifically on entering the building and before/after eating.

Symptoms of COVID 19 — If your child displays any of the symptoms of Covid-19, we have strict
protocols to be followed to ensure the safety of everyone. We will contact you as their
parent/carer to collect the pupil as soon as possible. It is really important that we have up-to-date
contact details so please inform the school if you or your emergency contacts have changed their
number recently. It is then the responsibility of the parent/carer to follow Test and Protect
procedures and we will provide you with information to assist with this on collection.
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Inspire Engage Challenge Flourish

We absolutely understand that our return to school is likely to be unsettling for many of our
children and that this additional organisation will feel very different initially. We will be doing
everything possible to ensure that Health and Wellbeing of our pupils and staff is a central focus
and that pupils are able to continue on their individual learning journeys and receive the support
that they require to ensure this. We will continue to remain vigilant and to manage the risks
associated with COVID 19, regularly sharing information and updates. Please continue to follow us
on Twitter and use the school App.

Yours sincerely

Mrs L Findlay
Head Teacher

¢

P _d S S ana Beaurirul LE

GREEN FLAG AWARD
HOLDER SINCE 2013

:’7
1>
N

Y 2004

-TI:_.] Schools Game On "
" _FAIR? I




